IN THE CITY
PART TWO
A city-wide performance programme during Contact’s building transformation.

AUG – DEC ’18. VARIOUS VENUES. BOOK CONTACTMCR.COM

THANK YOU

Thanks to our Funders, Sponsors and Supporters, and to
everyone who has donated to Contact online and in person.
Core Funders:

Project Funders:

Project Partners:

Making Contact: Our Capital Transformation Partners:

Awards:
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WELCOME
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The second part of Contact’s year–long programme taking place
outside of our Oxford Road building is radical, diverse and
entertaining. It showcases the best of Contact — our produced work,
our partner artists, and the outstanding Contact Young Company.
We’re working with inspiring artists
and companies with a long history with
Contact — a who’s who of the most
exciting and diverse artists working in
the UK right now: Hetain Patel,
Ockham’s Razor, Darren Pritchard,
Cheryl Martin, Sonia Hughes, Keisha
Thompson, Elmi Ali and Jackie Hagan
(see p6-21).
Our shows are taking place in
unexpected locations including a
community centre in Levenshulme,
the stunning Upper Campfield Market,
STUN Studio in Hulme, and the
vibrant Hope Mill Theatre in the
heart of Ancoats.

While we present our incredible
performances and projects across
Greater Manchester, work to transform
Contact’s building continues. Find out
all about our exciting plans, and how
you can support them, on p4-5.
Matt Fenton,
Artistic Director
Pictured (l-r) at the launch of our Capital fundraising
campaign: Chris Bishop, Slater Heelis; Haiesha Mistry,
Carl Austin-Behan; Adam Ali Gseebat, Jake Howarth,
Billie Meredith, Ella Dix-Nagra (Con:Struct); Matt Fenton;
and Julie Hesmondhalgh.

Contact is a charity dependent on our valued Funders, Trusts and Foundations,
and the generosity of individual donors. To find out more about how you can
support our work, please contact Jane Hall, Development Manager via
janehall@contactmcr.com or call 0161 274 0657.
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MAKING CONTACT:
OUR TRANSFORMATION
Contact is now undergoing a £6.65m building transformation.
Working with a dedicated group of young people, Con:Struct, brilliant
architects Sheppard Robson, and contractors F Parkinson Ltd, we will
reopen in 2019.
The revitalised Contact will feature new facilities including a new
performance space, recording studio, offices, rehearsal space, and
café/bar, plus improved access for all visitors.
The transformation will:
•	Increase the number and range
of creative opportunities for
young people
•	 Strengthen our financial
sustainability
•	 Improve access throughout
the building
•	 Improve our environmental
performance

For us to achieve our dream of a
transformed and expanded artistic
centre for all, we need to raise a further
£500,000. We can’t do it without you!
There are many ways you can help
as an individual or corporate
supporter. For more information
please contact Lucy Lloyd-Ruck,
Capital Campaign Manager via
lucylloydruck@contactmcr.com
or call 0161 274 0608.

‘We are delighted to support this dynamic company and their exciting
redevelopment plans, transforming their building to support the next
generation of audiences, artists and young people’ Kate Vokes, Director of Culture, Bruntwood.
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OUR ADVOCATES
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JULIE HESMONDHALGH

CARL AUSTIN-BEHAN

ACTOR

CONTACT PRESIDENT, FORMER LORD
MAYOR OF MANCHESTER

‘I know more lives that have been
transformed because of Contact than
I can count. Some of the most prolific
and creative artists I’ve met started
out at Contact.’

Image © Swani

‘With so much young talent within
the North West, Contact embraces
the differences and opportunities
that come with identity and diversity
within the whole cultural spectrum.’
Image © Lime Pictures

NIHAL ARTHANAYAKE

HAIESHA MISTRY

BROADCASTER, PRESENTER,
JOURNALIST, ARTS JUNKIE

ACTOR

‘I am struck by the unorthodox building,
a physical manifestation of the artistic
attitude, filling every inch of the space.
Fizzing with energy and ambition, with
the most diverse audiences.’

‘Contact is different because they
put young people at the forefront
of everything they do. I want the
opportunity to guide young people
in thinking with their own mind, to
have their own voice and opinions,
and this is what Contact does.’
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OCKHAM’S RAZOR
AND CONTACT:
SWITCH + TIPPING POINT
Join us for a family circus
double-bill like no other with
Switch, a new work developed
by Ockham’s Razor with young
people from North Manchester,
alongside their award-winning
show Tipping Point.

Wed 15 – Fri 17 Aug, 7pm.
Sat 18 Aug, 2pm and 7pm.
Sun 19 Aug, 2pm.
£15 / £10 concessions. Over 5s.

Inspired by aerial circus, breakdance,
martial arts and Shaolin stick fighting,
Switch creates a shifting landscape
of labyrinths, pathways and barriers,
to explore themes of division and
integration.

Box Office:
0161 274 0600
contactmcr.com

Tipping Point sees five outstanding aerial
performers enclosed within the circle of
the stage, transforming long metal poles
into a rich landscape of images. Poles
are balanced, hung from the roof, swung,
climbed up and clung to high above the
audience, veering from catastrophe
to mastery.

Tipping Point is produced by Turtle Key
Arts, and commissioned by London
International Mime Festival and
The Lowry.

ockhamsrazor.co.uk

Upper Campfield Market Hall
Campfield Arcade, Deansgate
Manchester M3 4FN

Switch is commissioned by Contact,
with funding from Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation.

Total Theatre & Jacksons Lane Circus
Award Winner 2016
★★★★★
Broadway Baby (on Tipping Point)

★★★★
The Guardian (on Tipping Point)
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AUGUST
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CONTACT YOUNG COMPANY
+ HETAIN PATEL: OH MAN
Using interviews with boys and men
from across generations, CYC create
a new piece that tries to free up our
expectations of men as we strive for
gender equality in this modern world.
The company’s stories will be woven
together with everyday movement and
striking visuals, to create something
that feels both familiar and provocative.
Think Grayson Perry meets Bruce Lee
or Michael Jackson meets Stephen
Hawking or Spiderman meets your dad.
Or maybe don’t think at all.
Come and see what a man can be.

Thu 30 Aug – Sun 2 Sep,
various times.
£13 / £7 concessions. Over 14s.
Secret Manchester Location.
Box Office:
0161 274 0600
contactmcr.com
Directed by Hetain Patel.
★★★★★
‘Cheeky, charming and
incredibly poignant’
Manchester Evening News on CYC’s She Bangs
The Drums

‘CYC continues to set a precedent
for what can be done when young
performers are treated as
professionals.’
The Stage

SEPTEMBER

This summer Contact Young
Company invite you to a secret
but familiar place. Get comfy as
our bold, young artists explore
what it means to be a man.
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SEPTEMBER

YOUNG IDENTITY AND CONTACT:
ONE MIC STAND
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Young Identity are Manchester’s
finest young spoken word
performers, working in
partnership with Contact for
the last 10 years. Join us for
a boisterous night of poetry
and music.

Thu 27 Sep, 7pm.
£11 / £8 concessions. Over 14s.

One Mic Stand is centred around a
Poetry Slam, in which 10 poets are
given only 3 minutes each to wow the
audience with their lyrical mastery and
charismatic delivery to battle it out to
gain the top spot and win the grand
prize of £50!

Directed by Young Identity
and Wordsmith.

A hotbed of upcoming talent, this
edition features Tukaiisloveletter, an
extraordinary poet, singer, songwriter
and producer who took part in BBC
1Xtra Words First; and poet/playwright
Joelle Taylor, one of the BBC Hull 17
poets and SLAMbassadors founder.

Band on the Wall
25 Swan St, Manchester M4 5JZ
Box Office:
0161 274 0600
contactmcr.com
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OCTOBER
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RENT PARTY
Being broke never looked so fierce.
Winning a string of 5-star reviews,
Rent Party has been created by an
extraordinary group of artists with
a long association with Contact:
Darren Pritchard, Sonia Hughes and
Cheryl Martin.
We’re inviting you to a party in The
Klondyke, we’re going to entertain you
with all our friends — dancers, singers
and musicians — we’re going to vogue,
we’re going to party and we’re going to
create a kaleidoscopic picture of what
it means to be young, gifted, black...and
poor, and gay.
Pre-show dance workshop
Sign-up for a fun pre-show dance
workshop (each night at 7pm) when you
book and learn the Rent Party Hustle!
rentparty.co.uk

Wed 10 Oct – Sat 13 Oct, 8pm.
£15 / £10 concessions
+ optional Food Bank donation.
Over 16s.
The Klondyke
1 Burnage Range, Manchester M19 2HQ
Box Office:
0161 274 0600
contactmcr.com
Presented by Contact, Darren Pritchard
Dance and Black Gold Arts Festival.
Commissioned by Homotopia and
originally co-produced by Sheffield
Theatres. Supported by STUN and Arts
Council England.
★★★★★
Gay Times

★★★★★
The Stage
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OCTOBER
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KEISHA THOMPSON:
MAN ON THE MOON
The award-winning Man on the
Moon is a journey through space
and time, fuelled by love, fear and
Afro-futurism.
Keisha communicates with her reclusive
dad through books, letters and symbols.
But when the letters stop coming she
is forced to venture into his world. This
truth-infused narrative sees Keisha
follow a trail of breadcrumbs that lead
her to a number of check-points: cultural
displacement, religious confusions,
political paranoia, misplaced masculinity
and more.
With the use of poetry, looped sounds
and storytelling, this piece explores the
impact that mental health can have
on the family dynamic, particularly
within the context of the Black British
experience.
Prepare to jump from Manchester to
the Moon as this story reaches for those
answers that can often feel out of reach.

Tue 16 Oct and Fri 19 Oct, 7.30pm.
Wed 17 and Thu 18 Oct, 1pm and 7.30pm.
Sat 20 Oct, 1pm.
£13 / £7 concessions. Over 16s.
STUN Studio
335 Stretford Road,
Manchester M15 5ZA
Box Office:
0161 274 0600
contactmcr.com
Directed by Benji Reid.
Manchester Theatre Award Winner 2018.
Commissioned by STUN and Contact.
Supported by Apples & Snakes, Slate
and by public funding through Arts
Council England.
★★★★
‘A poetic and eloquent piece of
storytelling’ The Stage

WORD TO ACTION
Sat 20 Oct, events from 1pm, various prices.
Join us for a one-day event exploring how spoken word, rap and MC traditions
are informing contemporary performance. Includes performances from
Keisha Thompson and Elmi Ali, plus a curated panel discussion.
Full details contactmcr.com
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ELMI ALI:
WATER SEEDS NOT STONES

OCTOBER

A new show from one of the
most exciting artists to emerge
from Manchester’s vibrant and
diverse spoken word scene.
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Water Seeds not Stones combines
traditional storytelling and
performance art through the postmodern character of Mamamawodi.
Inspired by the mobile street sellers
of Manchester’s Market Street, he’s
a hawker, a bookworm, a street
peddler, a traveller, a storyteller, an
activist and a gardener librarian.
Conjuring visions while enduring
real-world interruptions from
Her Majesty’s border agency, our
trickster takes us on a journey across
continents to the heart of soft power.

Sat 20 Oct – Tue 23 Oct (not Sun),
7.30pm.
£13 / £7 concessions. Over 13s.
STUN Studio
335 Stretford Road,
Manchester M15 5ZA
Box Office:
0161 274 0600
contactmcr.com
Commissioned by Contact.
Directed by Matt Fenton.
‘A revelation. A lyrical outpouring
of stories, allusion, wordplay and
wisdom kept afloat by an infectious
and charismatic performance’
Circles and Stalls
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NIMA SÉNE: BEIGE B*TCH
A cultural realness blitzkrieg
— flawless Beige B*tch tackles
imperfection in the era of
the image.
Beige B*tch is an explosive mix of live art,
movement and film that tells the story
of a black woman’s quest for cultural
and aesthetic belonging.
Through her TV show alter-ego, Nima
Séne asks what it means to be both
‘beige’ and black and sends up
everything from YouTube workout
tutorials to conservative ideals of
beauty in the process.

Fri 26 Oct, 7pm.
Sat 27 Oct, 1pm and 7pm.
£8 / £6 concessions. Over 13s.
STUN Studio
335 Stretford Road,
Manchester M15 5ZA
Box Office:
0161 274 0600
contactmcr.com
Mentor/Director: Adura Onashile.
Film by Daniel Hughes.
Commissioned by Contact and
Live Art UK Diverse Actions.
Developed through the National
Theatre of Scotland’s Starter
Programme (supported by McGlashan
Charitable Trust).
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MOTHER’S BLOOMERS

OCTOBER

Long established as the
trailblazing queer performance
platform at Contact, Mother’s
Ruin returns to the Royal
Exchange Theatre for another
edition of Mother’s Bloomers.
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Mother’s Bloomers is a space for
local alternative artists to present
adventurous and bold short
new works.
If you are a new, emerging or
established queer artist looking to
develop new work, please contact
info@mothersruin.co.uk
Hosted by Fat Roland.
mothersruin.co.uk

Sat 20 Oct, 7.30pm.
£8 / £6 concessions. Over 18s.
Royal Exchange Theatre
St Anns Square,
Manchester M2 7DH
Box Office:
0161 833 9833
royalexchange.co.uk
Presented by Mother’s Ruin
and Royal Exchange Theatre
in association with Contact
and Cake Tin Foundation.
★★★★★ Reviews Hub
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AMY VREEKE:
THE YEAR MY VAGINA TRIED
TO KILL ME (PREVIEW)
Stand-up comedian and theatre
maker Amy Vreeke was diagnosed with
endometriosis in 2016. Now she’s here
to relive twelve years of misdiagnosis,
toilet-based mishaps and failed
one-night stands.

Fri 16 and Sat 17 Nov, 7pm.
£8 / £6 concessions. Over 13s.
New Adelphi Theatre,
University of Salford
M5 4BR
Box Office:
0161 274 0600
contactmcr.com
Commissioned by Contact and
SICK! Festival.
Supported by Endometriosis UK and
Lancaster Arts, Word of Warning,
Making Room.
Presented by Contact and University
of Salford.

NOVEMBER

This brand new preview takes
a frank and funny look at a
life-altering disease that affects
one in ten women in the UK.
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DECEMBER
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CONTACT AND JACKIE HAGAN:
THE FOREST OF FORGOTTEN
DISCOS!
This festive season, join us for a
new and exciting show for children
aged 5+ and the taller people who
look after them.
There is a mystery in the forest —
everyone has forgotten about dancing
and bright lights and disco. Even Alexa
— the virtual assistant from the Amazon
Rainforest — can’t tell us why.
Meet Bear Hug, a creaky bear with a
secret. Bear Minimum has a higgledy
piggledy bedroom she can’t keep clean.
Bear Grills just can’t keep his head cool.
Until one day, Red (who is 7 and scared
of nothing!) explodes on to the scene,
changing the bears’ lives forever.
Fun for everyone — no matter what
your family looks like.

Tue 11 – Sun 16 Dec,
11am, 2pm and 7pm.
Tue 18 – Sun 23 Dec,
11am, 2pm and 7pm.
£13 / £7 concessions. Over 5s.
Creative integration of BSL.
Relaxed performances.
Hope Mill Theatre
113 Pollard St, Manchester M4 7JA
Box Office:
0161 274 0600
contactmcr.com
Commissioned by Contact.
Written by Jackie Hagan.
Directed by Nickie Miles-Wildin.
Presented by Contact and Hope
Mill Theatre.

21

Image © Joel Chester Fildes

CREATIVE EXPERTS
Contact’s Creative Experts are
a group of young professional
facilitators, performers and
project managers. They can
provide a number of services
that can help your business by
facilitating fresh, innovative and
creative solutions.
Our Creative Experts also work
with local authorities, community
organisations and the education
sector. They use their wide range of
live and digital art forms to create
high quality bespoke workshops and
participatory projects specifically
designed to the requirements of
each client.
For more information please email
creativeexperts@contactmcr.com
or call us on 0161 274 0628.

CLIENTS + PROJECTS
Chester Zoo — redeveloping the Safari
Ranger Workshop Series around Palm
Oil and deforestation to incorporate
Creative Learning.
Future Everything — providing creative
community consultation workshops
to inform the design of technology to
make Manchester a Smart City.
ONE Manchester — creative
consultancy workshop exploring the
Child Poverty Strategy for the Financial
Inclusion Conference.
University of Manchester — working
alongside the Content Ambassadors
staff team to develop a new structure
and promotional video for the Content
Ambassadors programme.
Manchester City Council — wRap Up
Service performance for the Work and
Skills Conference.
Reclaim Project — working with the
young people of ‘Team Future’ to
deliver a workshop looking at ways
that drama can be used as a form of
activism and provide inspiration for
performances that can inspire social
change.
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VENUE INFORMATION
We’ve moved! There are some changes to how you book your tickets,
24 hour online booking available at contactmcr.com.
Hours: Box office phone lines are open
Monday-Friday, 10am-6pm. Opening
times at our partner venues will vary.
No booking fees: We don’t charge
booking or admin fees for any events
booked via Contact. Please note: Some
of our events taking place at other
venues will include additional fees.
Concessions: Contact concessions
include Senior Citizen, Student,
Unwaged, Disabled and Under 18s.
Proof of concession may be requested
during your visit.
E-tickets: Save some time and opt
for an E-ticket. E-tickets can be
presented on your smartphone or
printed at home. E-tickets are sent to
you immediately so you don’t need
to wait for the post to arrive. Non
E-tickets can be printed and posted
to you at a minimum postal cost. For
ticket collection at the venue please
arrive in good time. Latecomers may
be refused entry into a show once the
performance starts.

Advanced booking: Advanced booking
is always recommended. Shows often
sell out in advance and we cannot
guarantee tickets will be available on
the door.
Refunds: We do not offer refunds on
tickets purchased via Contact. Tickets
purchased are non-refundable. Please
contact our partner venues if you are
booking via their Box Office as terms
and conditions may vary.
Donations: We are a registered charity,
501953 — if you’d like to donate to our
work with young people, you can do so
when you book a ticket online, or via
our Box Office.
Wheelchair access will be available at
many of our partner venues but we will
contact you in advance if access
is limited.
Guide dogs can stay with you, or be
looked after by a member of staff.
Please contact our partner venues
for further information on access.

GETTING HERE
Contact has now moved offices for 2018. There is no box office visitor area
on site but tickets can be purchased via our phone lines and all tickets
will be sent to you within 5 working days.
If you have booked tickets via our partner venues please liaise with them
directly for updates. For further details on our IN THE CITY or workshop
programmes please visit contactmcr.com or call 0161 274 0600.
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A THEATRE OF THE FUTURE
WHERE YOUNG PEOPLE LEAD
WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME

PART TWO OF A CITY-WIDE PROGRAMME OF PERFORMANCE
DURING CONTACT’S BUILDING TRANSFORMATION

Thank you to our funders, partners and supporters, and all of the people who have
donated online and in person.
Registered Charity Number: 501953
All info correct at time of going to print. Check contactmcr.com for up-to-date info.
Cover image: Rent Party © FOTOCAD
Design: markbrownstudio.co.uk / Cog Design.

