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Thank you for coming to our performance of She Bangs the Drums which is part of Wonder Women 2018. We hope you
enjoyed it as much as we enjoyed creating and performing it for you. The show may be over, but there is still lots to
learn, discuss and debate as we continue to celebrate 100 years since the Representation of the People Act (1918) and
since (some) women won the right to vote in Britain.
As part of this landmark year, we delve into Manchester’s rich local history – from the suffragettes to the Chartists –
exploring familiar voices, and some that you may have never heard before. Expect comedy, plenty of politics and Manc
pride, as Contact Young Company (CYC) reflect on our past and the possibilities for the future.
This booklet is designed to be an extension of the show you experienced. You will find out a lot more about the history of
this era – there was far too much to fit into our show – how we created the show, and hear from some of the people who
contributed to it.
Theatre is about challenging people and asking questions. We therefore have no doubt that your young people will be
left with lots to talk about after watching our show. This booklet will help to answer questions, whilst at the same time
bringing up more for you to discus and continue the lively debate started by She Bangs the Drums.
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Sound Designer:
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Producer :
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Workshop facilitators:
Cast (alphabetical):

Sh!t Theatre (Louise Mothersole and Rebecca Biscuit)
Hebe Reilly
Cheryl Martin
Sarah Sayeed
Andrew Crofts
Phil Buckley
Adam Steed
Keisha Thompson
Joe Chesterman-March, Patrick Farrell and Caitlin Gleeson
Lewis Church
David Viney, Caro C, Sonia Hughes, Professor Krista Cowman and Alice Winstanley
Aryan Bagha, Bryony Bates, Ciara Grant, Chloe Barlow, Duncan McCombe, Elizabeth
Peace, Ewan Orton, Jacob Billington, Jawara Tate, Joe Clegg, Joshua Wilkinson, Maili
Sikk, Martha Pryer, Miray Sidhom, Ruby O’Casey, Sam Danson, Susie Charmaine, Tom
Durrant and Zuzanna Kouamba.
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Directors: Louise Mothersole and Rebecca Biscuit
Louise Mothersole and Rebecca Biscuit are multi-award winning performance art duo and Dolly Parton fans Sh!t
Theatre. As proud feminists they are honoured to be part of She Bangs the Drums, celebrating the suffragettes and
everything they fought for. She Bangs the Drums looks at the light and dark of the journey to enfranchisement whilst also
asking how far have we come? Before this project began, Louise & Becca had no idea the suffragettes set so many
things on fire.
Assistant Director: Hebe Reilly
I am a theatre director and facilitator. I am the founder of EN-gage Theatre Arts and have directed productions in
Russia, India, Tunisia and the UK. I was so excited to work on She Bangs the Drums as I am really passionate about
feminism and in 2015 I worked with the Pankhurst Centre and became very inspired by the brave and radical women
who fought for my right to vote. The extensive research on this project has opened my eyes to so many more
inspirational figures, facts and stories - too many to fit into the show!”
Sound Design: Sarah Sayeed
I am a musical artist and have grown up on a diet of Tagore, MoTown and electronica. I have performed nationally and
internationally with shows including Samson and Delilah, Sydney Festival, BBC Mela, Brighton Fringe and DePercussion,
Cast Member: Ruby O’Casey
I’m Ruby, I’m 17 and I’m from Manchester. The show means a lot to me because it gives a voice to women’s struggles
and the hardships we’ve overcome throughout the past century. I’ve learnt so much about the resiliency and the
strength the suffragettes had, which has really inspired me.
Cast Member: Josh Wilkinson
My name is Josh, I’m 20 and I’m an actor and film maker from Manchester. I was interested in this show from the start
as I have always felt that I had a lack of knowledge when it came to the suffragettes. The show has educated me on
issues that I have never turned my mind to before and that’s one of the main reasons I love being a member of CYC. I
have always been one for equality, but this show has given me a fresh look on our society today.

Weeks before the process began, producer Keisha emailed the cast asking for suggestions on what the title should be. A
large number of ideas were put forward, so we put it to a vote amongst the cast members and She Bangs the Drums was
chosen. The title was Duncan McCombe’s idea: ‘I wanted the title to have a strong Manchester grounding whilst subtly
tying together the place and the suffragettes. I started digging through pages of Manchester writing and in the end
settled on She Bangs the Drums as I felt it equally covered our theme and the significance of Manchester in the show.’
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All CYC shows are devised and follow the same format. That means everything you watched was created by the people
performing it, with the help of the directors, assistant director and other contributing artists.
We always start with a workshop process to get to grips with the topic we’re making a show about. For a show like this,
it was imperative that we had all the facts.
These workshops included:







Exploring life during the suffragette era with Lead Artist Cheryl Martin and Assistant Director Hebe Reilly
A lecture with Professor Krista Cowman, an expert in the history of the suffragettes and historical advisor on the
film Suffragette
Six workshops at the People’s History Museum, including a tour of the exhibitions and banners, research
sessions in the archive, discussions, creative writing and Living History sessions
A visit to the Pankhurst Centre
A tour of John Rylands Library
A look inside the archives at the Museum of Science and Industry

As well as these workshops, we also saw a number of shows to help us create our own. These were:





Dickie Beau: Remember Me
Hot Brown Honey
Black Shirts (Scratch Performance)
Nina - A Story About Me and Nina Simone

After taking part in all these workshops and watching these shows we then moved into an intensive devising period. We
now had the knowledge we needed surrounding the topic, and countless ideas about how we could turn that into a
performance. Over the next four weeks we worked to bring all that together and produce what you saw.

Image by Benji Reid

Activity Idea
Print out the key events on separate pieces of paper and remove the dates. In groups, get students to put them in order
of when they happened and, if possible, add the year of when they took place.
1897: Millicent Garrett Fawcett sets up the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS). Twenty societies
signed up in London and elsewhere. Millicent Garrett Fawcett is elected President. Manchester Society for Women’s
Suffrage set up.
1903: Emmeline Pankhurst forms the Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) Formed in the Pankhurst’s living
room, which can still be visited today.
1905: The Militant Campaign begins. Christabel Pankhurst and Annie Kenney are arrested and imprisoned. ‘Deeds not
Words’ and ‘Votes for Women’ are adopted as campaign slogans.
1909: Suffragettes in prison begin to go on hunger strike and force-feeding begins.
1910: Black Friday, 18th November. Women march on the House of Commons as the Prime Minister Herbert Henry
Asquith refuses to pass the Conciliation Bill. (These bills were put before the government and, if accepted, would extend
voting rights to women). The women were met with police brutality and sexual harassment.
1911: No Vote No Census Protest. Women refuse to sign, spoil the consensus, or leave the house so they cannot be
recorded.
1913: Emily Wilding Davison dies following injuries sustained after being trampled by the king’s horse at the Epsom
Derby. A large funeral procession is held in London.
1913: The Cat and Mouse Act introduced. Women on hunger strike while in prison are temporarily released due to illhealth and then immediately re-arrested after they have regained their strength.
1914 – 1918: World War One. The campaign is put on hold whilst women help with the war effort.
1918: Representation of the People Act. Women over the age of 30 (who owned property, or were married to a man that
did), and all men over the age of 21, are given the vote.
1928: The Equal Franchise Act. The voting age for women is lowered to 21, in line with men.

Lesson Objectives:
1. To understand what the suffragette movement was
2. To learn the key dates and events that led to the Representation of the People Act (1918)
3. To learn about some of the key figures involved in the suffragette movement
4. To understand the impact the suffragette movement has on life in Britain, and globally, today

1) Writing Task
Time: 2 Minutes
Give the students a strict 2-minute time limit to write down as many facts about the suffragette movement as they can
remember from the show. Also get them to write down one question which they would like answered during this lesson.
2) Starter Activity - Take a stand
Time: 10 Minutes
This task is designed to get students used to sharing their thoughts and opinions, and most importantly, getting them
to take a stand, even if they are on their own in their views and help them to explain their thinking.
Assign each one of these statements to one corner of the room:
Strongly Agree
Agree
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
(‘Neither agree or disagree’ can stay in the middle of the room)
Read each of the statements below out loud, one at a time. After you’ve finished reading a statement ask the students
to stand in a corner which most reflects their views. It is very important they don’t just follow their friends. Once they
are there ask a random selection of students, from different corners, to explain why they chose that corner. You don’t
have to use all the statements if you are short on time.

I like Justin Bieber

I like pizza

I think I spend a bit too much time on social media
(There isn’t much discussion needed on these, it’s just to get people up and moving and understand the game)













We have a good political system and it is good that we can vote for who runs our country
I feel lucky to have such a political system. (When discussing, think about countries who don’t have such
systems)
I think our political system is fair
I think the voting age should be lowered to 16 (maybe ask, do you think you’re mature enough to vote at 16?)
I understand how our political system works (we’ll explain this later on)
I feel my gender has affected me positively when trying to achieve things
I feel my gender has held me back from trying to achieve things
I feel safe being a male / female
I feel respected as a male / female
I think my gender will affect me in my career – positively or negatively
I don’t think it matters what gender we are, we’re all just people
I think women should be allowed to vote

3) Watch - Privilege Video
Time: 3 Minutes
After this starter activity show the class the following video – http://bit.ly/2A3zmg8
It is a very good example of what ‘privilege’ looks like in the 21st century. Although it covers broader topics than gender,
it is a good visual representation to get young people thinking.
4) Main Body
Time: 20 minutes
The Suffragette Movement

Question: What do you think the suffragette movement is?
Use this question to establish basic knowledge, what do your students remember from the show, what did they pick
up? Use notes they wrote in exercise 1.

Answer: Suffrage means the right to vote in political elections and that is what women wanted. They wanted universal
suffrage so that everyone, including them, could vote in political elections.
Who started it?
1. Millicent Garrett Fawcett founded the National Union of Women Suffrage Societies (NUWSS) in 1897.
2. Emmeline Pankhurst founded the Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) in 1903.
3. Suffragette Vs suffragist
a. A suffragist is someone who wants constitutional reform through the established system; peaceful protests,
marches, etc. and doesn’t look to cause damage.
b. A suffragette takes more militant action and will do things outside of the law; blow up post-boxes, smash
windows, etc. causing property and communication system damage but never hurting people.
c. Millicent Fawcett was a suffragist, Emmeline Pankhurst was a suffragette.
d. Today, people widely use the term suffragette to describe everyone involved, but that isn’t correct.
e. The Daily Mail coined the term ‘suffragette’ as a derogatory term to describe these women, but the WSPU
claimed it for themselves and embraced being the suffragettes.
Suffragette Bingo

You can use this activity to help your students get to grips with some of the characters from the suffragette movement.
Secretly assign a suffragette from pages 11 and 12 to every student in the class. There are only eight so there will be
more than one of each suffragette walking around the room. Students then need to go and ask each other questions
and locate all eight suffragettes using their bingo sheets. The first one with a correctly completed bingo sheet wins.

We have created a bingo card on the next page, which you can either copy, or photocopy and cut out for your students.

The founder of the WSPU

The founder of the NUWSS

A South Asian suffragette

The only suffragette to have died
as a direct result of the campaign

Suffragette Bingo

A male suffragette supporter

The Irish suffragette who smashed
the windows of the Dublin Castle

A wheelchair bound suffragette

The composer of the suffragette
anthem

How did they go about campaigning?
Multiple tactics were used across the suffragette movement. In groups get students to research/talk about some of
the tactics they think were used and then feedback.

Here are some of the tactics:




Peaceful marches through towns and cities
Rallies in city centres – some of which were illegal
Hiding in public meetings and interrupting by shouting ‘Will the Liberal government give women the vote?’ and
holding banners

Cutting telephone wires

Blowing up post-boxes

Smashing windows

Once arrested some suffragettes went on hunger strike

Blowing up the summer house of Lloyd George, who was chancellor in 1913

Emily Wilding Davison and her statement at the Epsom Derby (see below).
A lot of these tactics were met with retaliation from the state. There was often police brutality and sexual harassment
at rallies and public meetings, most notably Black Friday.
Women who went on hunger strike in prison were then force-fed. This led to the introduction of the Cat and Mouse Act;
women were let out of prison when they got too weak, allowing them to rebuild their strength, and were then re-arrested.

Emily Wilding Davison: Did she mean to give her life to the cause, or did a publicity stunt go wrong?
Video - http://bit.ly/2rOaFBt
This is a good discussion point as nobody knows her intentions. Some people think it was an accident as she had a
return train ticket, but other people think she made herself a martyr as they were only selling return tickets that day,
among many other theories and reasons.

Where did it all happen?
The movement took place all over the country. With politics being so London centric, there was a strong presence in the
capital, and suffragettes would often travel there to campaign. This was sometimes known as ‘active service’, which
meant volunteering to get arrested as this is what would happen.
There was also a strong Manchester presence as that is where Emmeline Pankhurst founded the Women’s Social and
Political Union. There were rallies held in St Peters Square and Stevenson Square in the Northern Quarter. A lot of the
political meetings held at the Free Trade Hall in Manchester were also interrupted by suffragettes.
What was the conclusion?
The campaign took a back seat between 1914 and 1918 due to World War One. A lot of men were away fighting, and
women were helping the war effort at home. 1918 saw the introduction of the Representation of the People Act. This
meant partial suffrage where women over 30, who met a property qualification, got the vote alongside all men over 21.
(It is worth noting that one of the reasons that not all women got the vote in 1918 was because so many men had died
during the war that women would have had the power to have the majority of the electorate if they all got the vote.)
In 1928 the Equal Franchise Act was passed. This gave the vote to everybody over the age of 21. In 1970 the voting age
was lowered to 18.
5) Creative Writing Task
TIME: 15 minutes
Now that we have a basic understanding of what happened throughout the suffragette movement, ask your students to
produce a piece of creative writing inspired by what they have learnt. This could be a monologue, a speech, a poem, a
script between characters. It could also be based on a real-life person, another suffragette you’ve researched, or a
fictional character. This is a good opportunity to really get in the mind of somebody who was alive at this time and dive
deeper into an issue that interests you. (These could be shared if there is time.)
6) Is it concluded?
Time: 10 Minutes
100 years ago in 1918 the Representation of the People Act was introduced, but how far have we come? Use the last part
of the session to discuss how far we have come and how far have we still got to go?
Think about current events such as :





#MeToo & Time’s Up Movement (also Hollywood, American award ceremonies and white roses at The Brits)
The gender pay gap
Rallies against Donald Trump
Women in sport, STEM, and business careers

What can we do to help today?





Online movements
Younger Generations in control
Social Media
The Global Goals – Goal 5: Gender Equality

7) Reflect on what students wrote at the beginning. Do they now know more? Have they had their question answered?

Here is a list of extra activities to do with your class or add into the lesson plan. Some of these are what the cast used to
create the show, plus some new ideas.

Automatic Writing
Give the students the start of a sentence and then set a time limit (2-5 minutes). Students are then to write
automatically, without thinking, following on from the sentence. If nothing is coming, they just have to write whatever
is in their head, even if that is ‘blah, blah, blah’.
We used:

The first time I thought about gender was

I like being a boy/girl because”

I don’t like being a boy/girl because”

I am not a feminist”
Feel free to come up with some of your own.

Speech Writing
One task the cast were given was to write a political speech from the time as these were very influential in getting
women the vote, whether they be suffragettes spreading their message or politicians responding to the call. This could
be from Emmeline Pankhurst, Prime Minister Asquith, Winston Churchill, or somebody else at a rally in a public square.

Writing as the Opposite Gender
Another writing task the cast were given was to write as the opposite gender from the time. This could be a real person
or a made-up character. Get your students to write a monologue as the opposite gender. Again, this could be a real
person you’ve discussed or made up.

Review the Show
Get your students to write a review of She Bangs the Drums, including things they liked, things they didn’t and, most
importantly, what they learnt.

Further Research Suffragettes
In the show we only covered a handful of suffragette stories, and a few more in this book, but there are countless to
explore. Get your students to go away and do further research on suffragette stories thinking specifically about them as
people, what they did for the cause and what interests you in that particular story.

Create Suffragette Banners
Suffragette banners were a massive part of the campaign. Get your students to look at some that existed either online
or by visiting the People’s History Museum’s display of historic and contemporary banners, and then create your own;
either for the suffragette campaign or another cause they feel strongly about. Suffragettes used the colours Violet,
White and Green which represented dignity, purity and hope respectively. The suffragettes pioneered the use of colours
this way in party politics. Students should think about what colours they could use to reflect a cause they’re passionate
about and think of slogans to go with it.

What would social media look like in 1918?
Get students to create Tweets, Facebook posts, Instagram posts, and posts for other social media platforms, as if they
were posting from the time. What would Emmeline Pankhurst put on her Instagram? #Suffragette
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Emmeline Pankhurst
Manchester (Moss Side)
Born: 15th July 1858 | Died: 14th June 1928

Millicent Fawcett
Suffolk
Born: 11th June 1847 | Died: 5th August 1929

Emmeline Pankhurst is probably the most commonly
known name when talking about the suffragettes, and
one of the most influential figures in the movement. She
was so important that she is getting her own statue
erected in Manchester this year as part of the centenary
celebrations. In 1903 Emmeline founded the Women’s
Social and Political Union (WSPU) in the front room of her
home just off Oxford Road in Manchester. The WSPU was
an all-women suffrage advocacy organisation. This meant
that their single aim was to earn the right to vote for all
women. Emmeline was also a big advocate of militant
action and led the WSPU in that direction. Emmeline
married a man called Richard Pankhurst. They went on to
have five children; Christabel, Estelle, Francis-Henry,
Adela and Henry-Francis.

Millicent Fawcett was one of the first names in the fight
for women to get the vote and was a suffragist. She
founded the National Union of Women’s Suffrage
Societies (NUWSS) in 1897. Millicent got involved for
personal reasons. One day she had her purse stolen from
her and when the charge was read out in court it was read
that her husband’s purse was stolen from the person of
Millicent Fawcett. She was seen as the property of her
husband, along with all her possessions. This motivated
her to start campaigning.

Princess Sophia Duleep Singh
Suffolk (Her father came here from India)
Born: 8th August 1876 | Died: 22nd August 1948

Emily Wilding Davison
London
Born: 11th October 1872 | Died: 8th June 1913

Princess Sofia Duleep Singh was the only South Asian
Woman who historians could track. She pioneered the
cause of women’s rights in Britain and was also a
member of the WSPU. She co-founded the Women’s
Franchise League in 1889 and her god mother was Queen
Victoria.

Emily Wilding Davison was a key figure in the suffragette
movement. She was arrested on nine occasions, went on
hunger strike seven times and was force fed forty-nine
times. On the 4th June 1913 she went to the Epsom Derby,
where the king’s horse was racing, and took suffragette
flags with her. She stood watching the race, and as the
pack came close she ducked under the barrier with her
flags. Emily was trampled by the horses and died four
days later in hospital. It is still unclear to this day as to
whether she intended to commit suicide or whether her
death was an accident.
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Frederick Pethick-Lawrence
London
Born 28th December 1871 | Died: 10th September 1961

Hanna Sheehy Skeffington
Cork
Born: 24th May 1877 | Died: 20th April 1946

Frederick Lawrence is one of the best known male figures
in the suffragette movement. He came from a very
politically active family and started life as a barrister. He
met and fell in love with active socialist and campaigner
for women’s votes, Emmeline Pethick and they were
married in 1901. They shared their surnames to become
the Pethick-Lawrence’s. He published many left-wing
articles and founded the Votes for Women newspaper. He
was deemed as too involved in the WSPU and served a 9month prison sentence in 1912 following Christabel
Pankhurst’s window smashing campaign. He disagreed
with this form of violent action and as a result distanced
himself from the WSPU, although he and his wife still
continued to help suffragettes in their own way. They
would pay bail to get suffragettes out of prison and open
their home as a sanctuary for suffragettes to recover
once they come out. He was also a conscientious objector
and in 1923 was elected as an MP and led a successful
political career thereafter.

Hanna Sheehy Skeffington is an incredibly interesting
figure to us as she is the great-aunt of cast member,
Ruby O’Casey, and well known Irish suffragette. Her and
her husband, Francis Sheehy-Skeffington, founded the
Irish Franchise League in 1908. The pair also founded The
Irish Citizen newspaper, as part of the Irish Franchise
League in 1912. On the 13th June 1912, she, along with
seven other women, were arrested for smashing the
windows of Dublin Castle and subsequently served a
month long prison sentence. She, and her husband Frank
both now have statues to commemorate what they did.

Rosa May Billinghurst
Lewisham, London
Born: 31st May 1875 | Died: 29th July 1953

Dame Ethel Smyth
Kent
Born: 22 April 1858 | Died: 8th May 1944

Rosa May Billinghurst was a wheelchair bound
suffragette and member of the WSPU. In 1910 she founded
the Greenwich branch of the WSPU and took part in the
Black Friday march in an adapted tricycle. On this march
she was capsized from her trike and arrested by the
police. She was arrested multiple times but still
continued to campaign, despite the difficulties her
disability caused her.

Dame Ethel Smyth was a composer and part of the
women’s suffrage movement. She was most well-known
for composing the suffragette anthem, The March of the
Women in 1910. She was arrested for her involvement with
the movement and was once said to have conducted
other prisoners, from her cell window, with a toothbrush.
She was openly gay and expressed this in her writing and
is also said to have fallen in love with the married
Emmeline Pankhurst and at age 71 fell in love with writer,
and fellow suffragette, Virginia Wolf.

Contact Young Company at People’s History Museum

This year we look back on 100 years since the Representation of the People Act. We have a vote - but do we have a voice?
How far have we really come in 100 years? Explore these ideas by bringing your class to the People’s History Museum for
a FREE Living History performance of The Hard Way Up – A Suffragette’s Story or Creative Writing workshop.
The People’s History Museum is offering 15 FREE visits for school groups of up to 30 learners. Offer includes
supplemented travel expenses, facilitated learning workshop, and exhibition self guided resources.

Available for the duration of the exhibition Represent! 100 Years On, Saturday 2 June 2018 – Sunday 3 February 2019.
First come first served basis. For more information, please contact learning@phm.org.uk, referencing Contact
theatre.
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