Contact presents

FLYING SOLO
FESTIVAL 2017
Celebrating radical solo performance.

27 0CT–11 NOV. VARIOUS TIMES/PRICES. BOOK NOW CONTACTMCR.COM

WELCOME

FLYING SOLO FESTIVAL 2017
CONTACT’S ANNUAL FESTIVAL CELEBRATING
RADICAL SOLO PERFORMANCE
These artists are shaking things up in
the name of politics, gender, race and the
body.
Jackie Hagan takes on class, disability
and austerity with trademark humour.
Transgender activist and performer Kate
O’Donnell asks how much society has
really changed since she transitioned. And
Afreena Islam conjures up images of her
father’s life through food and storytelling.
HighRise Theatre explore masculinity
and responsibility via Guyanese folk and

The sublime We’ve Got Each Other is Paul
O’Donnell’s attempt to recreate the full
glory of a Bon Jovi gig with only himself
and a lighting rig, and Sarah Blanc recalls
her first true love - Jason Donovan.
All that, as well as brand new work in
development from Sheyda Darab, Elmi Ali
and a host of Contact supported artists.

Book more, pay less*

Mates rates*

Book more than one show in a single
transaction and save some cash!

Book 6 tickets for a show in a single
transaction and get £1 off each ticket

Book 2 shows, get 10% off your tickets
Book 3 shows, get 15% off your tickets

Groups*
Buy 10 tickets and get your 11th ticket
free!

THANK YOU

UK grime. Demi Nandhra unpacks the
relationship between mental health and
religion across 3 generations of women.
While rising comedy star Desiree Burch
skewers relationships, sex and race.

* T&Cs:
Tickets must be booked in a single
transaction, offer cannot be applied
retrospectively.
Exclusions apply, visit
contactmcr.com/ticketoffers for details.

Thanks to our Funders, Sponsors and Supporters and everyone who has made
donations online or in person.

Contact Funders

Festival Partners

Contact is a registered charity. To find out more about how you can support our work,
please contact: janehall@contactmcr.com / 0161 274 0657.

© Tamsin Drury

AFREENA ISLAM: DAUGHTERS OF
THE CURRY REVOLUTION
"I’ve only been alive for about 30% of my dad’s life, so I’ve
been trying to piece together what happened in the 70% I
wasn’t..."
Afreena invites you to take a seat
around her dinner table as she serves
up second hand stories of her father’s
past, present, and what little she
imagines is left of his future.

Fri 27 – Sat 28 Oct, 1pm, 3pm & 5pm.
£9 / £6 conc. All ages.
Alternative location.

Exploring what it means to be her
dad’s daughter in the context of
the anti-immigration rhetoric she
is surrounded by every day, Afreena
follows her dad’s journey to this
country, and his journey to this day.

Commissioned by Contact.

Limited capacity.

Co-commissioned by hAb + Contact for
Works Ahead.

afreenaislam.com
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DEMI NANDHRA:
OIL AND WATER

You’re invited to witness an act of ritual. A ceremony filled
with scepticism and an artist full of hope.
Demi takes anti-depressants and her
Mummy-Jee drinks holy water. Both
laugh at the other’s choice, but after
20 years of laughing Demi has started
to wonder what will happen if she
takes a leap of faith? What happens
when we suspend our disbelief?

Oil and Water is a performance about
women, mental illness and religion;
the beauty and absurdity of faith in
the face of an illness.
deminandhra.com
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Fri 27 – Sat 28 Oct, 7pm.
Post-show discussion
after each performance.
£7/ £5 conc. Over 14s.
Space 2.
A Contact Flying Solo commission.

JACKIE HAGAN:
JUMBLE SOUL
Benefit cuts are hitting disabled people the hardest.
Half of people in poverty are disabled
or live with a disabled person. The
future looks grim, so how can we get
people to sit up, listen and care and
not keel over with empathy-fatigue?

Fri 27 – Sat 28 Oct, 8.30pm.
Post-show discussion on Fri 27 Oct.
BSL interpreted each night.
£13 / £7 conc. Over 15s.
Space 1.

From the award-winning creator of
Some People Have Too Many Legs
comes a new show featuring the real
voices of proper skint disabled people
about the complicated weirdness
of being human. Expect audience
interaction, poetic comedy, comedic
poetry and one underclass amputee
steering everything.

Supported by Contact.
Commissioned and supported by Unlimited,
celebrating the work of disabled artists,
with funding from Arts Council England.
Supported with funding from BlueSCI
Wellbeing, Contact and Full Circle Arts.
Produced by Big Feast.

jackiehagan.org
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HIGHRISE THEATRE: BIG FOOT…
AND TINY LITTLE HEART STRINGS

When the euphoric highs of teenage life in south London
collide with his mum’s terminal illness, all Rayleigh wants
to do is watch anime in his pants and eat indomie.
Love, life and masculinity meet headon as Rayleigh tries to find his feet,
torn between the new girl in his life
and being there for his mum, while
trying not to make the same mistakes
as his dad.
With Guyanese folk stories, grime,
roti and raucous energy, Big Foot is
a funny and impassioned portrayal
of becoming a man and the
responsibility that comes with it.

Tues 31 Oct, 7pm.
£11 / £6 conc. Over 14s.
Space 1.
Presented by HighRise Theatre with
Black Theatre Live and Stratford
Circus Arts Centre.
Written by Joseph Barnes-Phillips.
Directed by Dominic Garfield.

HHHH
‘Friendly, funny and frank
throughout’
The Stage (for HighRise Theatre’s Merryville)
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SHEYDA DARAB:
TREASURIES OF MYSTERIES
Storytelling, music and explosive dance from the
Netherlands.
Combining her own spoken word and
the 12th century poem The Treasury
of Mysteries by Iranian poet Nizami
Ganjavi, Amsterdam Hip Hop Theatre
maker Sheyda Darab is sharing her
personal journey in a dialogue with
herself and her public.
She invites us to look for treasure – in
still images, slow motion, storytelling,
music and explosive dance – where
street and club styles like Krump,
House, Waacking, Popping and Sabar
become one.

Tue 31 Oct – Wed 1 Nov, 8.30pm.
£11 / £6 conc. Over 14s.
Space 2.
A Flying Solo international exchange.
Presented by Contact and
RIGHTABOUTNOW Inc.
sheydadarab.com
rightaboutnowinc.com
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SARAH BLANC: PAUL O’DONNELL:
IT STARTED WITH WE’VE GOT EACH
JASON DONOVAN OTHER
Sarah Blanc recounts her past
dating life through the songs of her
first love – Jason Donovan.
Presented in a lecture-style format,
alongside a cardboard cut-out Jason,
she offers important life lessons for
those with too many broken hearts,
through dance, theatre, comedy & a
whole lot of lycra. Nothing can divide
us with Sarah to guide us.
Thu 2 Nov, 7pm.
£10 / £6 conc. Over 15s.
Space 2.
Brighton Fringe Award Winner 2016

HHHH
Cloud Dance Festival Review
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A full scale original Bon Jovi musical
that is almost entirely imagined by
the audience.
Through the tragic love story of
Tommy and Gina, Paul takes a
sideways look at the pomp and
circumstance of modern jukebox
musicals, asking us to question if
the art of imagination is being lost to
machinery, illusion and extravagance.
Thu 2 Nov, 8.30pm.
£10 / £6 conc. Over 12s.
Space 1.
BE Festivals Early Ideas Award
Winner

Supported by The Place, IdeasTap
Accelerator Crowdfunders and Candoco
Dance Company.

Commissioned by China Plate, mac
Birmingham, Warwick Arts Centre, In
Good Company and Arts Council England.
Supported by Camden People’s Theatre.

sarahblanc.com

podonnell2.co.uk

© Ahmed Omar

ELMI ALI:
WATER SEEDS
NOT STONES
TAKING FLIGHT
New Work in Development
A chance to check out a new
generation of Contact supported
artists at the early stages of new
projects. It’s a platform to test ideas
and explore new approaches, and best
of all, you get to be part of the process.
Your feedback counts!
Fri 3 Nov, 7pm.
Pay What You Can.
Over 12s.
Space 5.

Water Seeds not Stones is a
combination of traditional storytelling
and performance art recounted
by the post-modern character of
Mamamawodi from the Edge: a
hawker, a bookworm, a street peddler,
a man of vision, a flaneur, a traveler, a
fabulist, a storyteller, an activist and a
gardener librarian.
Commissioned by Contact.
Fri 3 Nov, 8.30pm.
Sat 4 Nov, 7pm.
£7 / £5 conc. Over 13s.
Space 2.
Supported by the Regional Young Directors
Scheme.
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DESIREE BURCH:
THIS IS EVOLUTION

© Téan Roberts

Our 30s are a decade of adjusted expectations, growing
wisdom, diminishing relevance and drinking yourself to
sleep on top of a pile of self-help books.
This high-octane hour of stand-up
comedy straddles the profound and
the profane – exploring sex, death,
relationships, race, body image and
social change.

Sat 4 Nov, 8.30pm.
£10 / £6 conc. Over 16s.
Space 1.

desireeburch.com

HHHH

HHHHH
Scotsgay
The Guardian
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KATE O’DONNELL:
YOU’VE CHANGED

© Lee Baxter

It’s fourteen years since Kate transitioned and a lot has
changed. However, where gender is concerned, are we still
stuck in the dark ages?
Through song, dance, hard-won wit
and wisdom, You’ve Changed shines a
light on the ins, outs, ups and downs
of transitioning. Kate’s changed: that’s
clear, but have you?

Fri 10 – Sat 11 Nov, 8pm.
Post-show talk Fri 10 Nov.
BSL interpreted Sat 11 Nov.
£16 / £11 conc. Over 16s.
The Lowry Quays Theatre.

This show takes place at The Lowry.

Contains nudity.

transcreative.uk

HHHH
‘Bold & seriously funny....’
The Stage

A Contact and Trans Creative
co-production.
Commissioned by Contact. Supported by
Royal Exchange Theatre and Waterside Arts
Centre, using public funding by the National
Lottery through Arts Council England.
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CALENDAR

FRI 27 OCT
SPACE 1

8.30pm
Jackie
Hagan

8.30pm
Jackie
Hagan

SPACE 2

7pm
Demi
Nandhra

7pm
Demi
Nandhra

1pm, 3pm
& 5pm
Afreena
Islam

1pm, 3pm
& 5pm
Afreena
Islam

ALTERNATIVE
SPACE
TUE 31 OCT
SPACE 1

7pm
HighRise
Theatre

SPACE 2

8.30pm
Sheyda
Darab

WED 1 NOV

SAT 28 OCT

THU 2 NOV

FRI 3 NOV

SAT 4 NOV

8.30pm
Paul
O’Donnell

8.30pm
Sheyda
Darab

7pm
Sarah
Blanc

8.30pm
Desiree
Burch

8.30pm
Elmi
Ali

7pm
Elmi
Ali

7pm
Taking
Flight

SPACE 5

FRI 10 NOV
THE LOWRY

8pm
Kate
O’Donnell

SAT 11 NOV
8pm
Kate
O’Donnell
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